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E.A. Murray In Store With ‘Jill’ 
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On conviction 


A Jesus picture goes for a dollar. A gold-painted, re- 
paired lamp, $7.50. There's not much penny candy left 
— most pieces now cost at least two cents 

The floor is that warped wood, polished by dirt, with 
the nail heads shining. The venerable red Coca-Cola box- 
es still keep sodas very cold, as if the 1960s and '70s never 
walked in the door 

E.A. Murray shuffles around his rickety store in the 
Pomona neighborhood like a king without a crown. In 
a few days, he is saying, he will put the fan in the win- 
dow and then it won't be so hot in the afternoon. He has 
waited until now, he says, because there might have been 
another cold snap, and once the fan is put in, the window 
stays open all summer 

“We just got six days to the week here,” he says, 
looking about. “We don't sell alcohol or any kind of to- 
bacco of any form — that's my convictions ۳ 

The 74 years that have built this man are grounded 
on convictions, the greatest of which came 59 years ago. 
“In a revival meeting the summer of nineteen hund end 
and nineteen,” he says, “at the old Pomona Baptist 
Church under the ministry of the Rev'rend B.G Whitley, 
I was converted.” 

And E.A. Murray has never sought more. 




















Early millworker 


He quit school in the fourth grade to go to work in 
the Pomona cotton mill for two and a half cents an hour. 
He left after 30 years, working for six more at Revolu- 
tion. He made and sold vanilla extract door to door for a 
while, and in 1955 opened his store. 

All this has been, however, incidental. Al this was 
merely the means to provide his wife and seven children 
something to eat. 

The real life, the real challenge, has been tracts. Re- 
ligious tracts. E.A. Murray has personally printed and 
distributed thousands of tracts. “It's just a concern that I 
had.” he says. “I feel like everyone has some kind of a 
callin' whether it develops or not ə.” 

His tracts developed. 

He bought his first used hand press for $29.75 when 
he was young. He could print 200 leaflets an hour. Some- 
times he would write the message, sometimes he would 
reprint something that he liked, such as “The Monkey's 
Viewpoint.” 

He'd work in the mill by day and print by night. 
Sometimes he'd sell Bibles door to door. Always he'd slip 
uptown and deposit his tracts around stores and banks. 
The years moved on with him, and his press came to be 
known as The Scriptural Press. He inked his way through 
three motor-operated presses. 


Personal investment 


Sometimes he'd receive donations to further his 
work. But he says, “1 'spect I put more of my own money 
into it than I ever received." Several of his sons worked 
with him, and they later became printers. 

For a period, The Scriptural Press printed business 
cards and posters for revival meetings. It was no formal 
business, but it counted. “I just enjoy puttin’ out tracts,” 
Murray says simply, nodding his head. “Just distributin’ 
them, and I was orderin’ them from different sources 

I just liked the idea of havin’ my own imprint on 
them.” 

Several years ago E.A. Murray turned The Scriptural 
Press over to his son. He concentrated his time on the 
store. He went to yard sales and bought broken merchan- 
dise and repaired it for resale. For 23 years he had 
watched the neighborhood kids grow up across his count- 
er. and now he could give them more time. 

They'd come in, carrying that freshness, that smell of 
eager perspiration that only school kids could manage, 
and they'd paw across his counter for treats. Murray was 
happy 

A few weeks ago, change struck. His wife became so 
ill he had to put her in a home. 

E.A. Murray is trying to adjust. He has been spend- 
ing more time with his chihuahua, ‘Jill’. Every day he 
goes to the nursing home He has altered the store hours 

"I used to open at seven o'clock and close at nine 
thirty,” he says. “Now I open up when I get here and 
close up when 1 go home Since my wife's in the rest 
home, I can't get interested in it like I used to.” 

The kids still flow through his afternoons, just as the 
convietions of his tracts flow through his mind. He is 
sorting things out, perhaps, unconsciously. 

One day soon he must make a decision to put that 
fan in the window. 
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G.W. Oct. 23, 1854 --- Mar. 1, 1914 --- 
Sallie Sept. 27, 1857 --- June 30, 1891 


Murray --- George W. and Sallie J. Murray 
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SOMEONE, JUST ANYONE 


She sat alone in an old people's home, 
Lonely, and old and gray; 

She wished that someone, just anyone, 
Would call on her that day 
Did you? 


He lay for days on his hospital bed; 
The hours were long and hard; 

He wished that someone, just anyone, 
Would send him a cheery card. 
Did you? 


He was far from home on foreign soil, 
Feeling homesick, lonely and blue; 
He wished that someone, just anyone, 

Would write him a letter, too. 


- Did you? 


Her loved one died a few weeks ago, 
All sad and brokenhearted she sat; 
She wished that someone, just anyone, 

Would come to her house for a chat. 


Did you? . 


He hoped he had recited his verse well, 
That little fellow you know; 

He wished that someone, just anyone, 
Would smile and tell him so. 
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HOLLY 


| am only another Chiauahua 


Holly is my name, 
I'm very well and happy 
And trust you are the same. 


My mother was religious 

She never smoked or dipped, 
And never hit the bottle 

Not even a little sip. 


| don't have an education 

| never went to school, 
Never learned the alphabet 
Not even the Golden Rule. 


I'm being trained for service 
To render at nursing homes, 
With a friendly jolly attitude 
Where ever | may roam. 


pm happy to be a creature 
Born in the U.S.A. 

Happy visiting shutins 

As | travel day by day. 


Holly, 
The Missionary Dog 


The Gospel Truth, PO Box 5641 ° Greensboro, NC 27403 





Does A Mother 
Love Her Baby 


Did you? こと と た 
Does a Mother love her baby 
| As she smokes a cigarette 
THE GOSP EL TRUTH Altho she may not be conscious 


A Ministry To The Shut-ins 
Gospel Services, Personal Visitations 
Tract Distributors 


P.O. Box 5641 — Greensboro, N.C. 27403 


Of the harm she's doing it. 


Does a mother love her baby 
When its in anothers care 

And she is at a social gathering 
Sipping wine and drinking beer. 


Does a mother love her baby 
Knowing that it has a soul 

That will spend eternity somewhere 
While the endless ages roll. 


Parents don't neglect your children 
You may regret it if you do 


..£5. 








| am only a Chiauahua 
| and Jill is my name, 
| | am happy and contented 
١ and hope you are same. 


| visit many shutins 

Confined to bed and chairs, 
And try to scatter sunshine 
Because | love and care. 


| may not rate too highly 
Among some that | know, 
But I'll keep on loving 
Wherever | may go. 


If | have never met you 

And had a little fun, 

Give me an invitation 
Greensboro, N.C. P.Box 5641 


If You Meet Me And Forget Me 
You Have Lost Nothing 
lf You Meet JESUS And Forget Him 
You Have Lost Everything 


THE GOSPEL TRUTH 


A MINISTRY TO THE SHUTINS 
P.O. BOX 5641 — GREENSBORO, N.C. 27403 


494849059049 


When your steps are slow and feeble 
Then perhaps They Will Neglect You. 


The Gospel Truth, The Ministry in Tracts 
P.O. Box 5641 
Greensboro, NC 27403 


The Press Our Pulpit The World Our Congregation 
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James Henry Murray 

? ?Is this James Henry Murray? ? 
This is a copy of a 16 X 20 picture that was in 
a picture frame belonging to my grandmother, 
Maggie Murray Jordan. 1 don't believe she 
would have a picture this large of anyone 
besides her father or brother. It is not her 
husband nor two of her brothers. I don't 
have a picture of the third brother. She 
was d/o James Henry Murray. Compare 
this picture with his identical twin 
brother on the next page, Lewis Craven 
Murray. 
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James Henry Murray 
with second wife Catherine Palmer 


Jdthes Henry was an identical twin 


to Lewis Craven who is on this same page. 


Lewis Craven Murray 


James Henry and Lewis Craven were 
Sons of Joseph Rainey and Celia Danieley 
Murray 
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Clan Murray - http://www.taisbean.com/celticnet/Murray.htmi 
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From left to right; Maggie Murray Wrenn (Mary's Mother), 
Hazel Ellis Bland, Kathleen Frye 
Descended from Elizabeth Murray and James Murray. 
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Kathleen Frye, Hazel Ellis Bland, Mary Wrenn Ellis, 


Maggie Murray Wrenn, | 
Joyce Harrison. Descended from Elizabeth Mørray and James Murray. 
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Lena Taylor, Helen Martin, Elnora DeHart, Rosalyn Sumner, Cecil Daniels. 
Descended from John Murray and Jean Anderson. 














Linda Gideons, Lena Taylor, Helen Martin, Elnora DeHart, Rosalyn Sumner. 
Descended from John and Jean Anderson Murray and through James Henry 
Murray. 
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Back row: Helen Murray Martin ( Ray’s mother), Elnora Murray DeHart (Helen’s 
sister), Lori Pulliam, Ray Pulliam, front row; Emily Atkin, Ben Atkin is held by 
his mother, Lynn Pulliam Atkin Lynn and Lori are Ray’s daughters, next to Lynn 
is Ray’s wife, Alice. Descended from John Murray and Jean Anderson. 





Mary Lynn and Steve Felsberg 
Descended from John and Jean Anderson Murray. 
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Jerry Pierce and Lindy (Eva Lucinda) Murray. 
Descended from Jonathan and Leah Mary Greeson 
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Jim Florence. Descended from John and Jean Anderson Murray 
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S This obituary appeared in the Jonesboro Sun on August 23, 1958. Josephine Virginia Murray Rogers 

TII died on August 21, 1958, in Memphis, TN, and was buried in Mississippi County, AR. 
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Lid Mrs. Rogers 
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Rogers of Jonesboro received word that their aunt, Mrs. Josie Rogers, died‏ ع ل Mrs. Roy Wies and Mrs‏ و 

"dağıdı Thursday afternoon at Memphis. She vvas 83. 


ge de 
ei v She vvas a member of the Church of God. 
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LIII Funeral services will be held Sunday afternoon at 2 o'clock at Wilson (Arkansas) Burial will be in Wilson ۰ سه و عووجو ومد‎ 

21 و وع ور ۱۶۰ "rt Cemetery.‏ 
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March 25, 1952 
Burlison, TN 
Dear Sallie E., 


I received your sad letter. I know how you 2681.6 1 hope 
he is better off as there is nothängs in this world but 
trouble. I am very well. Hope you all are well, I am 
gled Maggie Sue was with you. You've got the other children, 


Hø. Leth casa Salbe I got a picture of ____ C. <<=: 
The picture was taken on his birthday Ze Yes Sead 


Cs "sto me. It was taken at his birthday dinner. I 
think it is a good picture of him. 


ə” 


I am با8‎ years old. Give my redar to Mr. and Mrs, 
Daniel. 1 wish I could see you an , I am afraid that 
never will be, 


I am able to do my work. I know I cant 2* much longer. 


I am praying for you, You're like me away from your folks, 
only your children. Nolia Lezt one of her eyes. She cen 
see all right. One of them good. Just her and Paul live 
together. He is so good to his mother. He is 23 years old. 
I say to him where is his girl friend, He points to his 
mother and say there she is. I am proud of him, so good to 
Nolia. | 


I stop, let me hear form you how you're getiing along. love 
to you and family. 


Love, 


- å | Josie Rogers 


Paul is my youngest grandchild. 
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Aged 72 Ys. 5Ms. 1Day 
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Martha Catherine (Patton) 


7 79ھ 9 وجدہ sanne‏ ووووو و زور مو و 
Patton Born Feb. I 9,1829‏ 


Union Ridge Wife of George 
Died Sept. 13, 1902 Sleep on dear mother 
take thy rest From all thy silent grief 


and secret pain She faded slowly, 
softly from the earth And died as some sweet 


blossom dies Shedding a Heavenly 
the last. (Wife of George Patton 


and daughter of 


Joseph Murray and Anne Thomas) 


ed Here ne 
George Patton 
Born July 3, 1823 
Died Sept. 13, 1897 
| "es | CH He is gone to be in glory 
"Ze pr m A golden crovvn to vvear 
E. Husband of 

Martha Catherine Murray 
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Zolly C. Murray Mary C. Murray 
1870 --- 1951 1869 --- 1944 
Presious Lord Take Our Hands 
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Murray 
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Eli Murray, Senr 
February 17,1794 June 13, 1870 
(James Eliah Murray, Sr 
Son of William Lawrence Murray 
and Margaret Anderson, 
married Elizabeth Hutchison 
on October 31, 1821 
and Nancy Shulta Lea 
on December 27, 1845 in Caswell Co., NC.) 


— 


Andrew Murray 
Born Jan. 7, 1796 
Died Jan. 17, 1872 
Aged 76 Ys, & 10 Ds. 
( Husband of Elizabeth Hart 
married January 29, 1823 
in Orange Co., NC -- 
Son of William Lawrence Murra 


Nancy (Murray) Wife of Eli Murray. 
Born Apr. 23, 1804 Died Oct. 11, 1874. 
Aged 70 years, 5 Ms, 18 Ds. 
(Nancy Shulta Lea married 
James Eliah Murray, Sr 
December 27, 1845 
in Caswell Co., NC) 
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and Margaret Anderson) 


This was one of the first church buildings 


Cross Roads Presbyterian Church 
later used for as Stainback Store 
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Sunday School 9:45 am 
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OF HISTORIC PLACES 


BY THE UNITED STATES 
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The Life and Times of a Country Preacher 
Rev. Joseph Rainey Murray 


Joseph Rainey Murray was born in Randolph Co. N.C. in 1804. His father was Joseph Murray of 
Crossroads, who was the son of John and Jean (Anderson) Murray. John had migrated from 
Pennsylvania to Orange Co. N.C. They attended Crossroads Presbyterian Church. Joseph the 
elder left Crossroads and moved down to the edge of Randolph , not far from the Orange, 
Chatham, Randolph Co. lines. After moving down there they became affiliated with the Baptist 
Church. 


Joseph met and married Sarah Elizabeth Danieley , sister of John Danieley Jr. She died and 
Joseph married John Danieley Jr.and Polly (Mason) Danieley’s daughter Celia Danieley. John 
Jr.was son of John and Nancy Hubbard Danieley . Jimmy Danieley father of John Sr. migrated to 
Orange Co. N.C. from Maryland. The first landgrant for the Danieleys was in 1779 in Orange 
Co. 


Joseph Murray Sr. joined the Baptist Church, and raised his children to go to the Baptist Church. 
At a young age Joseph Jr. answered his call to the ministry. He received a good education, and 
preached whenever he was called upon to do so. Mr. Kernodle, who we will introduce later in 
this paper, stated that Joseph was “well informed”. 


The pastor of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in southern Alamance Co. published a paper about the 
carly Baptist in that area. The year he published this was 1917. He went back in history to before 
1755, in Orange Co. He spoke of George Whitfield and others. The Separate Baptist, as they 
were called, founded a church in Randolph Co. N.C. They called it Sandy Creek. Shubal 
Stearnes and others arrived in Randolph County “ The day of the earthguake”Nov.18,1755. 
Rev.Stearnes died and was buried at Sandy Creek Baptist Church Nov.22,1771. They had several 
missions relating to that work from Rappannock Va., to Savannah Ga. and west into Rowan Co.. 
In the surrounding area they founded Shady Grove, Rocky River, Millstone, and Mt. Zion. The 
exact date when Mit. Zion was founded is not known, but they have records beginning in 1824. In 
the list of pastors of Mt. Zion Baptist Church in those early days we find Rev. Joseph Rainey 
Murray named as one of the pastors. They gave no exact dates for each of the pastors. 


In a paper written by P.J. Kernodle in 1909, called “Lives of Christian Ministers”he refers to a 
man he called Joseph A. Murray. I have had many people to ask me about this paper, and who 
this Joseph was, or if he was related to us. I guess Mr. Kernodle never knew Joseph at all and 
was writing from things he had been told or other material he found. 


In this paper I want to set the record straight as it refers to Rev. Joseph Rainey Murray. As we 
stated already, he was a Baptist preacher. I do not know when he became affiliated with the 
Christian Church. I do know that in Mr. Kernodles report, the years Joseph served were from 
1838-1847. Mr Kernodles report was very complete as to which places that he did serve. 


Mr Kernodle ended up his report in a negative way by his statements. According to Jess 
Danieley the conference were the ones who were not satisfied with his conduct, and not himself! 
Mr. Kernodle may have not known and did not explain what Rev. Murrays weakness was. 
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I had several interviews with old timers throughout the years about Preacher Joe Murray. On one 
particular interview with Jess Danieley , he gave me the following information. Preacher Joe 
Murray was Jess Danieleys great uncle. Jess stated that the church fell out with Preacher Joe 
about his fighting. Now let me stop right here and define his word “fighting”. In those days they 
would have wrestling that they called fighting. It was to prove which man was the strongest . 1 
really think this was something that was born into Preacher Joe Murray; stemming from very 
early Celtic times. All these people had strong wills and a much stronger competitive spirit. 
Preacher Joe Murray must have had a double portion of that spirit! So let us end the thoughts 

| that he was ever a brawler or a mean person, because he was not! Preacher Joe Murray was a 
gentle man, and a Godly man who preached strong and straight. His strength was that of almost 
two men. His hands were half again bigger than the average man. He feared no man. In all his 
days he was never defeated in his wrestling. On one occation Preacher Joe was on his way to 
church one Sunday morning. A man rode up beside him and his family on the road. He asked if 
they knew Joe Murray? Preacher Joe said, yes I am he. Well said the man, I'm here from 
Virginia, and I want to see just how strong you really are! Joe climbed down from the wagon, 
pulled off his coat and shirt. He then proceeded to make that man a believer. As I have stated he 
was never defeated. 


During his ministry he worked with another preacher named Lewis Craven. They were great 
friends and co-workers in the ministry. They both preached at several church's around this area. 
Union Ridge, Mt.Zion, and Liberty Christian Church's, just to name a few. Liberty Christian was 
in Caswell Co., and not many people know about this church today. It was near present day 
Jericho, just north of Anderson. The people who attended Liberty in it's later years regrouped, 
and built a new church later right close to Anderson School, an changed the name to Bethel. 


Preacher Joe continued his ministry as long as he lived. He preached anywhere he was called on 
to do so. Rev. Joseph Rainey Murray died in Alamance Co. Oct.17,1876 aged 72 years. He was 
buried in the Danieley Family cemetery, which is now on private property. He and his wife Celia 
had ten children. 


Children of Rev. Joseph and Celia Danieley Murray: 

twins- Lewis Craven Murray & James Henry Murray b. Aug.1,1843 
Mary Ellen Murray b. Dec.29,1844 

sarah Elizabeth Murray b. July 6,1846 

Ritta Cathrine Murray b. Nov. 14,1847 

Joseph Madkin Murray b. Dec.22, 1852 

John Hanks Murray b. Jan. 26, 1853 

George Washington Murray b. Oct. 23, 1854 

Frances Mason Murray b. Oct. 2, 1855 

Delilah Jane Murray b. April 22, 1861 


researched and prepared by: 
James L. Florence Jr. 
August 25, 2008 
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